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In recent weeks, several developments have emerged in the relationship between the U.S. and 
Venezuela, with implications for migration policy, international economics and regional diplomacy. 

On July 4, 2025, an event titled "A Trillion-Dollar Opportunity: The Global Benefit of a Democratic 
Venezuela" was held in New York City, organized by the Council of the Americas. The presentation 
was led by Venezuelan opposition leader María Corina Machado, who participated via video 
conference from Caracas. Machado reaffirmed her confidence in a future democratic transition in 
Venezuela and emphasized the country's economic potential under such a scenario. According to 
estimates from her economic team, led by economist Sary Levy-Carciente, a democratic Venezuela 
could achieve annual growth of 10 percent and generate up to $1.7 trillion in global wealth over the next 
15 years. 

This proposal was framed within a projected scenario for Venezuela following the end of the 
authoritarian regime led by President Nicolás Maduro. Machado's economic team outlined a recovery 
model based on institutional reform, commercial openness and foreign investment, aimed at creating 
favorable conditions for sustained economic growth. The plan identified 12 strategic sectors – including 
energy, healthcare, agriculture and tourism – as key drivers of economic value in the proposed 
development model. 

The strategy was built on five core factors: 1) public support for a market-based system, 2) the return of 
the Venezuelan diaspora, 3) direct adoption of modern technologies, 4) removal of institutional barriers, 
and 5) the country's geographic advantage in the context of nearshoring and regional supply chains. 
The model is described as rational, reliable and democratic, designed to facilitate a rapid and 
sustainable economic transformation. 

In the migration sphere, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security announced in June 2025 the 
termination of the Citizens from Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua and Venezuela (CHNV) humanitarian parole 
program, which had allowed more than 530,000 people from CHNV to enter the U.S. legally between 
2022 and 2024. This measure entails the immediate revocation of residency and work permits, as well 
as notification to beneficiaries to voluntarily depart the country. 

Additionally, the U.S. has requested that third countries, such as Nigeria, accept Venezuelan migrants 
as part of safe third-country agreements. The Nigerian government publicly rejected this request, 
prompting diplomatic tensions that include visa restrictions and trade measures. 

These developments reflect a complex interaction between domestic policy, international migration and 
bilateral relations. For legal firms and institutional stakeholders, it is important to monitor the impact of 
these decisions on asylum procedures, residency applications, immigration compliance and 
international cooperation. Learn more about our Venezuela Focus Team.  
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