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§ 13.1.  INTRODUCTION

§ 13.2.  FLORIDA EQUAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE ACT

A.  In General

B.  FEAJA Procedure

1.  In General

2.  Filing Deadline

C.  Burden Of Proof

D.  Requirements For Recovery

1.  Proceeding Initiated By Agency

2.  Small Business Criteria

3.  Prevailing Party

4.  Substantial Justification Defense

5.  Special Circumstances Defense

6.  Nominal Party Exception

* J.D., cum laude, 2018, Florida State University; LL.M. in American Law for Foreign Lawyers, magna cum laude, 2016, Florida 
State University. Mr. ElHachem is a member of The Florida Bar and serves on the executive council of the Administrative Law 
Section of The Florida Bar. He practices administrative and regulatory law, as well as business litigation, with a focus on 
regulated industries including gaming, entertainment, and hospitality. Mr. ElHachem has extensive experience with the Florida 
Administrative Procedure Act, both as a former Assistant General Counsel for a state agency and in private practice with Holland 
& Knight LLP in its Miami and Tallahassee offices.

https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GJG-SWW0-R03N-S51X-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G8-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G8-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5GM4-V760-R03N-94G9-00000-00&context=1530671


1 Florida Administrative Practice Chapter 13.syn

Page 2 of 3

E.  Amount Of Award

§ 13.3.  DOCUMENTS FILED FOR IMPROPER PURPOSES

A.  In General

B.  Improper Purpose

C.  Mitigation

 D.  Papers Filed In A Proceeding

E.  Persons Liable

§ 13.4.  DISCOVERY ABUSES

§ 13.5.  PARTICIPATION FOR IMPROPER PURPOSE

§ 13.6.  ATTORNEYS’ FEES IN RULE CHALLENGE PROCEEDINGS

A.  Failure To Promulgate Rules

B.  Challenges To Proposed And Existing Rules

§ 13.7.  SANCTIONS FOR RAISING UNSUPPORTED CLAIMS OR DEFENSES

A.  In General

B.  Basis

C.  Claims Or Defenses Subject To Statute

D.  Specific Findings Required

E.  Application

F.  Persons Subject To Statute

§ 13.8.  APPELLATE FEES AND COSTS

A.  In General

B.  Frivolous Appeals

C.  Abuse Of Agency Discretion

D.  Other Statutes

E.  Procedure

F.  Mootness

§ 13.9.  CALCULATION OF REASONABLE ATTORNEYS’ FEES
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§ 13.10.  JUDICIAL ENFORCEMENT

§ 13.11.  STATE RISK MANAGEMENT TRUST FUND NOTIFICATION
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